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It is the essence of syndicalism to use the strength which its in- 
clusive organization gives to stop industry. What then shall a 
government owning state railroads do if its own employees paralyze 
the system of transportation? It has heightened the interest in 
this sharp contest that socialists see clearly what awaits them if 
governmental responsibility is at last in their hands. What will 
the socialist state do if its own servants strike? Especially, what 
can it do if its own employees adopt the syndicalist method of the 
General Strike? To the brave Utopians who believe no such dis- 
contents would show themselves under socialism, this presents no 
terrors. But those whom responsibility has somewhat chastened 
see clearly that any socialist administration would have its mal- 
contents, its "outs" precisely as we have them at present. The 
sinister weapon forged and sharpened in our competitive society 
would serve instant and dangerous uses in the socialist state. That 
a "reform party" should have arisen since 1905 indicates the 
hesitation over the logic of the general strike which the soberer 
minds come to feel. Except among these few, the movement is at 
heart anarchistic. It fears the alliance of socialism with parlia- 
mentary methods and all the centralizing discipline which this im- 
plies. 

It is significant that our counterpart of syndicalism, The In- 
dustrial Workers of the World, held their first conference in 
Chicago in 1905, the year after the Haywood-Moyer trial. The 
leading spirits in Western Federation of Miners were prominent 
in this gathering and Haywood's pamphlet on "The General 
Strike" (printed by S. Schreiber, New York City, 1911) gives the 
spirit of the movement here. It is producing among us a new 
literature with several periodicals in English, Spanish, Polish and 
French. The "Industrial Worker," a weekly published in Spokane, 
Washington, will give the reader an idea of the propaganda. 

John Geaham Brooks. 

University of California. 
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Lectureship in Statistics at University College, London, the book 
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